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BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES. H? 

Among the larger exports of Guatemala may be noticed sugar, bananas, cof- 
fee, cochineal, India rubber, and timber. Of the possible exports, Mr. Brigham 
says : "All our sugar, all our coffee, all our rice, all our chocolate, all our India 
rubber ought to come from Central America, where these products can be raised 
better and cheaper than in any other country ; and, next to these staples, the sub- 
sidiary fruits, as oranges, plantains, bananas, pines, limes, granadillas, aguacates, 
and dozens of others now unknown to commerce, ought to come to us from Limon, 
Puerto Cdrtes, and Livingstone." Lack of private enterprise and capital prevent 
this people from advancing to their rightful place among the commercial nations 
of the world. 

It should be added, that a large number of photographs which Mr. Brigham 
took in these interesting regions increase the interest of the reader, although they 
have lost much in the process of reproduction. 



NOTES OF A HALF CENTUBT. 

Tekbe is a peculiar attractiveness in books which give the personal recollections 
of wise and observant men, and in the Life Notes* of the Reverend Dr. Wm. 
Hague there is the additional interest attachmg to the last written work of a long 
and useful life. In a prefatory note the publishers state that two days after send- 
ing the last corrected proof pages of this work the author was stricken with apoplexy 
while on his way through the streets of Boston to his publishers, and died in the 
entrance to Tremont Temple, near the place where much of his life work was 
done. Dr. Hague was in many respects a typical and representative American. 
Of mingled Huguenot and British ancestry, his earliest recollections are of Pel- 
ham and Kew Rochelle, in Westchester County, Kew York, of which charming 
suburbs some interesting historical particulars are given. The " Life Notes" go 
back nearly eighty years, for the doctor was bom in 1808, and he remembered 
well the death of his grandfather in 1811. They relate chiefly to ecclesiastical 
movements, and are also in great part autobiographical. Dr. Hague was brought 
up in the Episcopal Church, but became a Baptist from conviction. One of his 
relatives entered the Catholic Church and became Archbishop of Baltimore. 
The two divines had an opportunity of comparing notes as to their respective diver- 
gences from the old Protestant Episcopal standpoint. Each agreed that the logic 
of the other was convincing, the only difference being that our author starts with 
the premise that the Bible alone is the rule of faith and practice, while the Arch- 
bishop's major premise is that Church authority is the supreme rule. Both agreed 
. that between these two positions there is no solid ground for effective Christian 
argument to rest upon. The doctor has much to say of Emerson, Theodore Parker, 
and other eminent contemporaries. He once cornered Emerson by the question, 
why he did not say outright that Christ was a charlatan for proclaiming his 
divinity if he simply regarded him as a human teacher. Unfortunately he never 
received an answer to this question. " With a quietly musing, meditative air, Mr. 
Emerson seemed for a moment to be extemporizing an answer, when a group of 
friends, students, and others, came pressing forward with their personal greetings, 
so that the opportunity for further talk in this direction was suddenly ended." 
Emerson's great failure lay, our author considers, in the impossible task of com- 
bining his Oriental mysticism with the shrewd common-sense of practical life. The 
American, he argues, will live out his supreme ideas. If he abandons the idea of 

* " Life Notes, or Fifty Tears' Outlook." By ■William Hague, D.D. Lee & Shepard. 
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a personal God he abandons religion, utterly repelling the mystic's thought of an 
ecstatic worship " without ideas." Or, if he becomes an emotional Nature wor- 
shiper, he will drift to the extreme of naturalistic spontaneity, and ignore the 
idea of sin as a fossil conventionalism. 

Of the many thriUing and momentous public questions which have arrested 
public attention during the half centtuy especially under review, the author has 
many things to say. He occupied several influential pulpits during that period, 
and took a leading part in many of the controversies of his time. His notes are 
shrewd and thoughtful, showing an observant and withal kindly nature, and a 
broad and catholic way of looking at things bespeaking cultivation and insight. 

XI. 

MISCBLLANEOtJS. 

A wil'Bi.T tribute to the memory of Greneral Hancock* has lately been written 
by Mrs. Hancock. It contains interesting but not elaborate biographical facts 
and Incidents, with various letters and addresses eulogistic of the late general by 
a large number of his friends and associates. The work is also illustrated with 
portraits and sketches, among the latter being the birthplace of Hancock and the 
scene of his earliest school days. The book will be prized by the many friends and 
admirers of the general, to whom it is inscribed, and amongst whom must be in- 
cluded his comrades in arms. It is the story of a brave, patriotic, and accom- 
plished soldier who deserved well of his country and bore the modest rewards and 
honors he received with wonderful grace and dignity. While the book shows in 
every line a wife's love and devotion, it is free from mere eulogy, and does great 
ci'edit to the literary skill and tact of the author. 

TVe submitted ' 'Mrs. Shillaber's Cook Book"+ to the judgment of a lady superin- 
tending a household of more than average size, and after careful examination and 
experiment the verdict was decidedly favorable. She pronounces it excellent and 
essentially practical from every domestic standpoint, economy included. Besides 
cookery, the book touches upon housekeeping duties in general, including the care 
of the sick, servants, and " things handy to have m the house." With great sense 
the author observes : " There is a limit to the labor that can be accomplished by 
one pair of hands ; therefoi-e resolve that the non-essentials only shaU be neglected. 
The daily comfort of the family and the mental and moral training of the children 
are of more importance than frosted fruit cake." After such a sentence as this one 
feels like accepting the author's conclusions as to the best way of making food 
palatable and nourishing as well as attractive and delicious. 

The idea of arranging books under classified headings for reference and selec- 
tion t is a good one, but is open to the serious objection that such a list must 
always be behind the times. No sooner does it see the light than its omissions are 
manifest, owing to the rapid appearance of new works. It is questionable whether 
the public feels enough interest in such a list to sustain an annual publication of 
the kind. This list seems to have been made with care and diligence, but it goes 
back only five years, and therefore omits many of the most important works on 
the different topics. It is, however, undoubtedly a very useful handbook. 

*" Eeminlsoences ofWinfleld Scott Hancock." By his wife. Charles L. Webster & Co. 

f'Mrs. Shillaber's Cook Book. A Practical Guide to Housekeepers." By Xydia Shillaber. 
T. T. Crowell & Co. 

X " The Best Eeading." Third series. A priced and classified bibliography for the flye years 
ending December Ist, 1886. 6. P. Putnam's Sons. 



